ii4             Letters to Somebody

pressman of standing.   He said: "We none of us like
you but we all respect you."

In two, especially, of the several positions which I
have occupied at the War Office it was often difficult
for me to avoid running counter to the military views
and feelings of the moment. As Director-General of
Army Finance it was clearly my duty to insist on a
shilling being sufficient when it could be made to pro-
duce the same result as half-a-crown. Also I had to
come down heavily on lack of candour or carelessness
in accounting for military expenditure*. All this, in
the nature of things, could not conduce to popularity,
but the baseless charge which has once or twice been
brought against me of deliberately "starving the army "
is as ridiculous as it is unfounded. In point of fact
Chancellors of the Exchequer -and, what matters more,
the Public Accounts Committee of the House of
Commons twice rebuked me for framing the Army Votes
at a higher figure than was necessary.

I come of a long line of soldiers and have always
felt a genuine reverence for the army, and that influ-
enced my financial work at the War Office if anything
did. But I was trained in the Gladstonian school of
Imperial finance and have always loathed extravagance
and any maladministration of public funds, and no
doubt this tended to make my minutes somewhat
pungent at times.

When private secretary I was constantly employed
in pricking bubbles and pointing out the weak spots in
military "adventures," from the parliamentary point of